Elections
1796—factions (political parties) led to opposing men (Adams & Jefferson) being president and vice president

1800—The Peaceful Revolution—govenrment changed hands without bloodshed—however—burr, because of a fluke in Constitution received an equal number of electoral votes as Jefferson—thrown to House—Burr should have stepped down, but was a jerk—Jefferson won anyway and Burr became VP

1816—Last Federalist—Rufus King

1820—monroe ran unopposed (only one party) only person except Washington to run unopposed.

1824—4 men ran (Clay, Jackson, JQ Adams, Crawford)—Jackson one a plurality of popular vote and electoral vote, but failed to win majority of the electoral vote—thrown to the House—Clay (Speakers of the House) threw his support to JQ Adams, who won—Adams named clay his Sec./State—people screamed CORRUPT BARGAIN (and a lot of other, nastier names!!)

1840—WH Harrison (Tippecanoe) vs. Van Buren (Silk Drawers)—first real campaign—“Log Cabins and Hard Cider”—shows the evolution of America as a more of democratic society—imagine that 40 years earlier people were debating whether only elites should rule and now, in 1840 an aristocrat pretends to be a “Common Man” to be elected.

1852—last time a Whig ran (Winfield Scott—Old Fuss and Feathers—lost

1856—first Republican to run—John C. Fremont

1860—Democrats split over slavery—Lincoln won—South seceded as promised

1876—last 3 southern states under martial law (SC, Florida, and Louisiana) sent in two sets of ballots—(Dem-Tilden; Rep-Rutherford Hayes)—thrown to House—election commission made deal—Southerners would give Republicans the election if they would pull the last of the troops out of the South—old radical Republicans were dead—moderate Republicans did not care about slaves, they just wanted a pro-business Repub. In the White House—sold out freedmen—South reverted to white rule and quickly instituted Jim Crow laws.

1884—nastiest election in history (except maybe 1828)—Rep-James Blaine (the Half Breed from Maine) vs. Grover Cleveland (Ma, Ma, Where’s my Pa?)  Blain e was accused of corruption (“Burn This Letter!”)  Then he ticked off all of the immigrants and Catholics when his friend said the Democrats were the party of “rum, Romanism, and Rebellion” –Cleveland won.
1888—Cleveland (Democratic) vs. Ben Harrison (Republican)—Cleveland won popular vote, but Harrison won the majority of the electoral vote—Cleveland would be only non-consecutive president when he was reelected in 1892.

1896—WJ Bryan (Dem) vs. McKinley (Rep)—McKinley sat on his front porch and let his campaign manager spend all that big business money on campaign ads—Bryan stormed the country giving his “Cross of Gold Speech”—McKinley promised everyone a full dinner pail—he won—Jennings would try several more times.

1912—Republican party split over whether to be Progressive or Conservative Taft(Rep) vs. TR(Progressive-Bull Moose) vs. Wilson(Democrat) Taft got about 3 votes nation wide (he really only got 8 electoral votes and he was the incumbent—very embarrassing)—Wilson won—as he was a Progressive Democrat, this was seen as a definite victory for the progressive movement

1932—FDR(Dem) vs. Hoover(Rep)—Americans needed change and voted for FDR in large numbers

1936—new Democratic coalition—Southerner whites, northern industrial worker unions, immigrants, farmers (nothing new with any of them), women and Blacks(“Turn Lincoln’s picture to the wall”)

1948—very close race between Dewey(Rep) and Truman(Dem)—Dems had split over desegregation—Thurmond(Dixiecrats) and Henry Wallace (New Progressives—don’t confuse him with George Wallace)—people were very mad with Truman “To Err is Truman”—but he won—remember him holding the newspaper that said Dewey defeats Truman.
1952—Eisenhower(Rep) vs. Adlai Stevenson(Dem)—Eisenhower’s VP candidate, Nixon, almost lost it for the Republicans when news of bribes came out—he gave the “checkers” speech and saved the election.
1960—JFK(Dem) vs. Nixon(Rep)—television debates probably turned the tide of this very close race (or maybe it was the cemetaries voting in Chicago!!)

Kennedy’s New Frontier; Johnson’s Great Society

1. New domestic programs
a. Tax cut

b. War on poverty

c. Affirmative action

2. Civil Rights and civil liberties

a. African-Americans: political, cultural, and economic roles

b. The leadership of Martin Luther King Jr.

c. Resurgence of feminism

d. The New Left and the Counterculture

e. Emergence of the Republican Party in the South

f. The supreme Court and the Miranda decision

3. Foreign policy

a. Bay of Pigs

b. Cuban Missile Crisis

c. Vietnam quagmire

1968—Nixon(Rep) vs. Humphrey—nation elected very conservative Nixon probably in a backlash to the chaos of that year
Nixon

1. Election of 1968

2. Nixon-Kissinger foreign policy

a. Vietnam: escalation and pullout

b. China: restoring relations
c. Soviet union: détente

3. New Federalism

4. Supreme Court and Roe v. Wade
5. Watergate crisis and resignation

1972—Nixon(Rep) vs. McGovern(Dem)—Nixon won every state but Mass. (“Don’t blame me, I’m from Mass”)—McGovern was very liberal—called for the legalization of marijuana
1976—Jimmy Carter(Dem) vs. Ford(Rep)—Carter was a moral candidate and a Washington outsider which were two things American wanted after the Watergate mess
1980—Carter(Dem) vs. Reagan(Rep)—Carter crippled by economy and the Iranian Crisis situation—Nixon got a lot of former Democratic votes—blue collar workers(conservatives), Catholics(Abortion)—they were called “Reagan Democrats”

The United States since 1964

1. The New Right and the conservative social agenda

2. Ford and Rockefeller

3. Carter

a. Deregulation

b. Energy and inflation

c. Camp David accords Iranian hostage crisis

d. Iranian hostage crisis

4. Reagan

a. Tax cuts and budget deficits

b. Defense buildups

c. New disarmament treaties

d. Foreign Crises: The Persian Gulf and Central America

5. Society

a. Old and new urban problems

b. Asian and Hispanic immigrants 

c. Resurgence fundamentalism

d. African-Americans and local, state, and national politics

1984—Mondale(Dem) vs. Bush, Sr.(Rep)—Mondale had Geraldine Ferraro as his running mate—first woman on a major party ticket

1992—Clinton(Dem) vs. Bush Sr(Rep)—Clinton won even after allegations of extramarital affairs—“It’s the Economy, Stupid”

2000—you know all about this one!!!!!! 

